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any attempt to reach a common standard is bound to fail, but it should be assurecd
to every one that the standard as set has been reached. If this ideal be attained,
the circle will be complete; the health of the nation will be improved, and farming
will prosper.
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REVIEW
HANDBOOK OF DIAGNOSIS AND TIREATMENT OF VENEREAL
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ONE of the important acconmpaniments of war is an increase in the incidence of Venereal Diseases,
and the present war has been no exception to the general rule. One good thing has resulted from
the present state of affairs, and that is an increasinig knowledge of the importance of these
diseases, both from a medical and social point of view, and pathological conditions which
previously took a somewhat back place in the medical curriculum, have now been recognlised as
being of very great importance, and both students and qualified practitioners alike are now taking
an increasingly sane interest in the study of Venereal Diseases. In spite of this fact, it is often
difficult to reconmmnend a suitable text-book on Venereal Diseases to an already overtaxed student
or a busy medical practitioner.
This little book by Dr. McLachlin lhas come at an appropriate moment to meet the present
demand. It is wvritten in a clear, lucid style. The language, if somewhat pedantic in places, is,
on the whole, simple and straightforward. There is a host of excellent reproductions of the
various stages and manifestations of both syphilis and gonorrhtea, and the treatment of both
diseases is clearly set out in simiiple style and according to generally accepted British principles.
The author's handling of sulphonamide therapy in the treatment of gonorrhaea and its compli-
cations is well wvorthy of study: his dosage has reached the happy medium of being neither too
heavy nor too light, though, if there is any criticism to make here, it is perhaps that experience
has shown the advantage of administering these drugs four times rather than thrice daily, in
order to ensure a more even concentration of the drugs in the blood stream. There is much good
advice about the importance of the Wasserman reaction and on the interpretation of results
obtained, whilst his warning about the disadvantages of using local antiseptics on suspected genital
lesions before diagnosis, is both timely and necessary. The use of instruments and the necessity
of tests of cure in gonorrhaea are stressed, and there is a very excellent chapter on the use of
the urethroscope.
That there has only been a passing mention of intensive therapy in the treatment of syphilis,
and whilst some of the newer sulphonamides and penicillin have not been mentioned at all, is
hardly the fault of the author in a subject wvhere so much is happening in such a short time,
and more perhaps could have been said with advantage about conditions allied to the Venereal
Diseases.
On the whole, however, this is a very excellent little book v&hich can be recommended to medical
students with confidence and which the busy practitioner will find of real value for a rapid
revision of the study of the diagnosis and treatment of Venereal Diseases. J. S. McC.
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